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above-mentioned seven States. A general understanding
was arrived at with respect to the former arrangement, and
it was agreed that the latter was desirable, but that was all,
for a Customs' Union without Prussia was tacitly admitted to
be an impossibility. The Darmstadt Leaguers were afraid
of a Prussian hegemony, but an Austrian hegemony was
equally objectionable to them; a Customs' League with the
two Great Powers would have been welcome to them, but
Prussia would not hear of it; a continuance of economic
relations with the latter was a vital necessity to German
manufacturers, who, on the other hand, apprehended great
danger to their interests from an intimate connection with
Austria. Standing securely upon the solid basis of material
interests, Prussia forthwith declared that she could only
negotiate with. Austria about a commercial treaty after the
Customs1 Union should have been reconstituted on the
principles of her Treaty with Hanover; whilst Austria and
the above-named seven States demanded simultaneous
negotiations. This gave rise to a long series of diplomatic
manoeuvres, accompanied by popular agitation of a lively
character. Bismarck participated eagerly in both. In
numerous reports he strove to keep Manteuffel posted up
in current events and the feelings prevailing in Southern
Germany, as well as to make him stick to the Customs1
Union policy thitherto pursued; he repeatedly came
forward to oppose the machinations of Austria and her
followers; he endeavoured by means of newspaper articles
and pamphlets, to strengthen the South's existing sympathies
for the menaced commercial relations, to obtain the support
of influential personages, to instigate petitions to the Cham-
bers and to make Frankfort the centre of the entire agitation.
During this period he was sent to Vienna, where he
represented the Prussian Envoy, von Arnim, from June 8 to